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Newspaper Tells How 
South Africans Obtained 
Alleged US. Spy Photos 


. * - 


By Caryle Murphy 

h\ WMhtnvton Po«t For«l*n Berrlc# 

^•‘JOHANNESBURG, April 15 — A 
Sunday newspaper here has given an 
account of how the South Africans ob- 
tained photographs which they say 
prove three American diplomats were 
spying on South Africa. 

, Meanwhile, public opinion appears 
to support the government, explusion 
of three offending diplomats last 
week and condemning the American 
government for not apologizing and 
for asking two South African military 
^attaches to leave Washington. 

The Sunday express which has criti- 
cized the government in past, com- 
mented today that the government 
had “a^ted perfectly properly in ex- 
pelling the people concerned.” 

Local papers have been told Prime 
Minister Pieter' Botha will bring up 
the matter again in parliament this 
week, possibly revealing more about 
alleged U.S. Intelligence gathering in 
South Africa, i 

Foreign Minister Roloef (Pik) Botha 
told one South African reporter: 
“Make no mistake, this is a serious is- 
sue and it won’t just simply be forgot- 
ten.” All signs point to increased hos- 
tility from Pretoria and a further de- 


terioration in relations between the 
two countries. 

Quoting “informed sources” who ap- 
peared to be south african, the Johan- 
nesburg Sunday Times today said that 
South African Intelligence agents, af- 
ter keeping a U.S. embassy's beech- 
_ craft 200 under surveillance for six 
months, stole into the aircraft the 
night of April 4 as the three-man crew 
slept in a hotel in Upington. 

The South Africans took film from v 
the camera under the co-pilot’s seat 
They developed it and found photos 
of “strategic regions” of South Africa, 
including Pelfndaba, the site of this 
country's uranium enrichment plant 
and headquarters of its atomic energy 
board, the paper said. S, , » 

- The government withdrew the right 
of the embassy to keep Ua^own plane 
in the country last week and yester- 
day it was flown to neighboring Bot- 
swana under the vigilant escort of two 
South African Air Force planes. 

Upington is in the sparsely popu- 
lated northwest corner of South Af- 
rica. In 1977 the U.S. government said 
that south africa was setting up a nu- 
clear weapons testing site there. 
South Africa denied it 

Many South Africans one talks to 
believe the Americans were attempt- 
ing to get information about the exist- 
ence or non-existence of this site and 
about the country’s nuclear weapons 
capability. The South Africans have 
been particularly cagey on this sub- 
ject with Americans, who have been 
pressuring Pretoria to sign the nu- 
clear non proliferation treaty. 

The argument about espionage al- 
most certainly ensures that the 
chances of South Africa will sign that 
treaty have moved from probable, as 
the Carter administration r was predict- 
ing last year, to the highly unlikely. ^ 


